
"Where are you from?" We often ask

each othur in traveling. But when I answer "l

am from Hawaii", listeners would look at me

in a special way. Some would plead iokingly,
"Please take me home with you!" Some would

sigh dreamily, "l'll go someday in my life-

time." And some would start their stories,

"l've been there, that was in 19..."

once a local guide wanted us tourists to

introduce ourselves while we were waiting for

a slide show. As my turn came and 'Hawaii'

was heard, everybody turned to face me. I
was so embarassed and somewhat provoked.

It seemed that I was nothing until the place

Hawaii was announced. "Hey!" I yelled inside,

"l want you respect me for my personality,

not for the place I come from."

One day, on another trip, I chatted with a
traveler. So nafirally, I started with 'where are

you from'. He said, "oklahoma". Immediately

I thought of ranches, fields and the famous

musical-Oklahoma. I also guessed that this

man must be a farmer. He looked strong but

he might not be so knowledgeable.

Suddenty I heard a small voice within. lt
said, "You see, you are judging people by the
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place they are from too. Why were you mad

when people did the same thing to you?" I

almost laughed aloud at my own stupidity.

Surely, a person's birth place has a lot to

do with his life, that's why we list 'place of
birth' as one of the items of personal informa-

tion. When a person lives and grows up in a

cenain area, he can't keep himself away from

the local customs and habits, and eventually

he grows into that cenain type of person. we

are like Lot who settled down in Sodom, the

sinful city, and could not avoid its influence in

spite of 'he was distressed by the filthy lives

of lawless men'.

The whole world has become Sodom

now. We have no place to move to physically.

However, we can accept Jesus as our Savior

and He will move us into His kingdom spir-

itually. There we can overcome the evil and

become 'a new creation'.

The Lord has saved me since my child-

hood, and now, in the teenage years of my

old age, He has moved me to this beautiful

and warm weather island. t should announce

to the world with a big voice, "l am ftom

Hawaii. Praise the Lordl" A


