
friend. He passed the most cruicial test of their
relationship.

Why is the understanding of friendship so

important to us Christians today? It is because

it directly affects our relationship with others.

When Jesus was asked which was the most

important commandment, He refened to the

two kinds of human relationships-our venic-
al relationship with God and our horizontal re

lationship with man. One could paraphrase

and say that the essence of Christianity is our
friendship with God and with man. We may
not go through the five stages in the same

sequence. These five steps, however, are the

imporrant ingredients of biblical friendship.
(For further reading: 'QUALITY FRIENDSHIP,

ITS RISKS AND REWARDS" be Gary hTig,
Moody Press. 1981)

is covenantal friendship and its foundation is
loving one's friend as oneself.

The next stage is open demonstration of
commitment. "And Jonathan stripped himself

of the robe that was on him, and gave it to
David, with his armor, including his sword

and his bow and his belt." what Jonathan did

was in effect making David his equal. Now

they were both princes. Jonathan showed his

commitment to David openly.

The frnal stage is rejoicing at your friend's

success. "Saul set him (David) over the men

of war. It was pleasing in the sight of all the

people and also in the sight of Saul's

servants." Saul had handed Jonathan's old

position to David. Enly is one of the best and

sure ways to destroy a friendship. But there

was no trace of bitterness in Jonathan s heart.

Instead, he rejoiced at the promotion of his

4a

KEEP ME ATIT, LORD

Psalm 37A-s Delight thou in the Lord

and He will give you your heart's desire. com-

mit your ways unto the Lord and put your

trust in Him and He will bring it to pass.

we must thank God for the abilities He

has given us. Use them, don't cheapen them.

Don't bury your talents through indecision,

cowardice and laziness. Have the determina-

tion to do your part in the Lord's work, iust
look up and say "Keep me at it Lord."

Arouse in yourself the fires of dedication,

when you falter, lift yourself up and get back

on your destined path.

When the way seems dark and there

seems to be no light, look at the end of the
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long black tunnel and keep going steadily to-

wards it and God will give you a iob to do for

His Glory.

When friends laugh, keep at it, when you

are scorned, keep at it. when people criticise

you, keep at it, just use those gifts God en-

trusted to you. Make sacrifices if necessary

but keep doing your work for the Lord. Ask

God to find a task for you that needs doing.

Don't let self pity get in your way.

Sometimes you feel that others shirk their

duties and they do, but look up and say "Keep

me at it Lord." We must be faithful rc the end

so God will say "well done thou good and

faithful servant." A
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