
Solving Marital Problems( I )

The sociological definition of
marriage paints the picture of two
individuals coming together, declar
-ing their intention to be together
for life as it is certified by the legal
authority. They are married be-

cause they have followed the
proper procedures prescribed by
the government. In other words,
they are legally married to each

other because they have signed a

piece of paper known as the mar-
riage certificate. The same applies
when the couple desire to seek for a
divorce; as long as they follow the
legal procedures, they are no
longer husband and wife.

If marriage is indeed held to-
gether only by some legal paper, no
wonder there is very little effort
given by many married couples to
maintain their relatiopship. If the
couple is bound together only as an
legal entity, then there has been a
gross negligence of the moral as-

pect, the emotional aspect and the
spiritual aspect of their relationship
before marriage. Hence the mar-
riage 1aw of America is not a uni-
versal definition of marriage and
should the couples move to another
land, the whole definition could
change.

Now I wish to turn to God's
perspective and try to redefine

Anthony so

marriage. In so doing, hopefully,
the couples will begin to see the
added dimension of having Christ,
the initiator of the first marriage on
earth, take an active part in sustain-
ing their marriage.

The first theological point for
the definition of marriage is that
God initiates marriage. Seeing mar-
riage as a provision from God is
quite an refreshing idea for our day
and age. The Bible says that God
come lo the first man and recogniz-
ing his incompleteness without his
helpmate, therefore he made the
comment "It is not good for man to
be alone."

The Bible tells us fhat husband
and wife were having a harmonrous
life together until one day, the
snake. "Satan". came and disturbed
the peace of mind of Eve, creating
in her the fantasy that she could be
self sufficient, the family could be
better without God. There was per-
fect communication between the
first couple, but Satan began to
break down the communication by
creating doubts in Eve's heart.
Then there was no communicalion
at all between Adam and Eve. They
just did not want to discus it.

The act of rebellion against
God brought alienation between
God and mankind. The marriase
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was turned into a turmoil as both
partners tried to accuse each other
for the rebellious act. Adam even
blamed God for bringing Eve into
his life. Imagine that Eve was there
hearing her husband blaming her.
What a heart breaking moment.
Since then, finger pointing has

become a game that married cou-
ples play. They will nol accept re-
sponsibility for themselves. When-
ever problems arise, it is the other
party's fault. What a disaster. Since
the fall of the first couple, through-
out history of mankind, the rela-
tionship of man and woman in
marriage has been without the pre-
sence of God. The meaning of mar-
riage is lost. Trust between God
and the first pair was broken and so

was the trust belween the husband
and wife.

They learned to hide from God;
they also hid from each other. To-
day,as we see couples lurning away
from each other, we know that they
are afraid to deal with the problems
in lheir marriage. Il is easier ttr
walk away from the reiationship
than to face it. It is better to cover
up weakness ad needs than to ex-
pose them and be attacked by oth-
ers. We bury our thoughts and re-
press our feelings. Many live in the
withdrawn world and dare not
come out of it. We want our spouse
to love us, but we are afraid to ask,
for the price of getting the love and
affection from our spouse some-
times is greater than we can afford
to give. We do not want to talk
about it, but inside us, we really
need someone to talk to. l\
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