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Actua11y, I did not complain. I have to

thank her for giving me an opportunity

to learn a few things. First of all, from

now on, I am not going to buy unneces-

sary things. I shall keep my things as

organized as possible so that I may not

leave my daughter a mess. I will make a

list of things to be given to my family

and friends. We all have to leave one

day. There is no reason not to be ready

for it. One should have a portrait taken

every few year. Auntie MarY had no

portraits. A dear friends of hers en-

larged a regular picture. I also had to

give regular pictures to her frieds as

mementos.

Finally;I would l.ike to say this to

my friend, Auntie Mary, in heaven:

"Please do not feel obligated to me be-

cause we are sisters in the Lord in God's

family. It is a privilege to have served

you as you have been such a faithful

servant to the lnrd. Many of us still re-

member you and miss you. May you rest

in peace." A

Music In Church

God greated all of us with the abil-

ity to use our imagination in communi-

cating with him and others. Music is

one of the fundamental ways to do this.

No matter where you travel internation-

ally,the beginnings of a1l music is traced

back to religious expression. Be re-

minded that the music we hear is only a

result of a process which has already

begun in our mind, heart, and within our

body. It is initially an idea that we expe-

rience from within, which then becomes
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a product expressed phlsically and re-

ceived through our auditory senses. We

all possess this creativity which allows

utilization of music to :

1. Glorify God.

2. Worship and enjoy Him.

3. Empower us to Communicate.

4. Enhance intimacy with God and

man.

5. Understand and teach God's

truths.

6. Develop and act upon our faith.
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Music is among the many channels and

manifestations of imagination. We must

remember that these above elements

should be our priority and that they are

not limited to certain persons. They also

are not restrictive in their use, rather on

the contrary,are open to the control of
the Holy Spirit's work through all be-

lievers.

What we have done in our music de-

partments, as many before us,is solely

accepted the standards of man and not

of God. We fail to recognize the begin-

ning truths of the purpose of music and

thus do not follow biblical guidelines.

Therefore, most of us don't completely

adhere to God's definition and purpose

of music in our churches. Instead,we of-

ten set our programs in performance ac-

cording to:

1. Skill

2. Training

3. Theory

4. Technique

5. Performance

6. Personal taste and preferences.

Is there no wonder why we are criti-
cized for lack of spiritual leadership?

Where is lhe apparenr connecrion lo

faith in our music? Where is the appar-

ent connection to faith in our music?

The intent may be there but is that

enough? Our musical score seems to
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become the curriculum when it should

be a locus on faith development for the

people we are leading and their rela-

tionship to the l,ord. There is nothing

wrong with including these above listed

elements to serve our Lord,however, it
is too often the only service we offer in

the church. Is God pleased and glorified

by our standards of music which are

only performance oriented? The state-

ment is not that He isn't ever glorified

through our performances, but the chal-

lenge is whether we have evaluated our

entlre structure to a vision matching his.

Have we short changed ourselves by

limiting music this way? We may accept

our terms of music excellence but what

is God's position in this area? Is the list

representative of a valid and complete

music standard for a healthy church? In

my opinion, for a church who compre-

hends music as a ministry, this, alone in

itself, is unacceptable.

Music excellence, as a end and not

a means, easily deceives us into justify-

ing the use of God's gift to fulfill our

personal agendas. It is even worse that

in doing so, we in leadership positions,

have encouraged others to lbllow our

judgment by placing music into the role

of a threatening tool of measurement

for right or wrong worship of God. A


