
The Gossamer Condor

A friend of mine has been battling can-

cer for years. She is young godly woman

who has the gift of writing and enjoys being

a mother of three children. Watching her il-
lness spread and seeing her suffer, I've of-

ten wondered why God allows such tragedy

to occur. Surely her life hasn't much mean-

ing now. A1l the agony which goes along

with this disease just doesn't make sense to

me,

However, one day, God answered my

questions through a man named MacCready.

As an American inventor, Paul MacCready's

best-known accomplishment was the cre-

ation of the Gossamer Condor. This was the

first human-powered plane to fly a mile.

This invention won MacCready a $100.00

prize and his plane received a place in the

Smithsonian Institute next to the Spirit of St.

I-ouis and the Wright Brother's plane.

MacCready explains that in order for

someone to design the Gossamer Condor, "

You had to pretend you'd never seen an air-

plane before." According to the inventor, it
was to his advantage that he did not have a

background in aircraft structures, only

aerodynamics.

The creator MacCready, explains that

the Goassamer Condor didn't have to fly
high or fast. lt just had to be light enough to

get off the ground and strong enough to

hold a man. He had to make it just right to
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fit his plan. MacCready continues '" If it
never broke at all, it was obviously over-

weight, stronger than it needed to be. Of

course if it always broke, you couldn't fulfill
your mission. But if it broke about every

twenty-fifth flight that was just right. And

that's the way I designed it. No.t, that's a

terrible way to make and ordinary airplane.

But it was very good for this particular ve-

hicle. BREAKING WASN'T FAILURE, IT

WAS SUCCESS."

When I read that quotation, I realized

that I was demanding that God make us all

like a jet plane. I wanted him to make my

friend be relevant to my world. I wanted her

to be what I thought was the perfect plan.

But what if God created her to be a Gos-

samer Condor? What if he had a special

blueprint for her and through her pain, and

in her fragile state, she was exactly what he

had intended for her to be? Who am I to
know what affect this has in the whole

scheme of the universe and through eterrlity?

Just as the Gossamer Condor could not

understand MacCready's logic and purpose,

so I also must have faith that God knows

best and loves us more than we can ever

comprehend. I've learned not to interfere

with God's plan. If I wished my friend to be

an ordinary jet, she may never win the prize

and receive that special place in Christ's

Kingdom. ,t
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