
r-'TllliIIiitl The Dog in Me

Have you ever heard of the saYing

that pet owners always look like their

animals? Well, our puppy may not only

look like me, she acts like me as wel1.

Just eight months ago, we finallY

gave into our children's pleas and got

them a puppy. We named our Shih+zu, "

Tiara". She weighs about ten pounds. A

tan colored furry ball with big round

eyes, she's probably the cutest dog alive,

( unbiased opinion of course ) .

Well, no sooner had we gotten her

home and given her treats did we no-

ticed her suspicious behavior. Although

I showed nothing but love, having fed

and cared for her, at times she would

act as if I were a stranger,

It began one day when I bought

some special treats shaped like a bone

from the store. I gave one to her from a

large box and she eagerly took it with

her mouth and trotted away.

Thinking that this bone would keep

her busy for awhile, I was surprised to

see her come back to my feet within a

few minutes. I was disappointed that

she may not have liked her present, and

also curious as to what she did with it.
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It was surely too large to be eaten so

quickly.

So, I began my hunt through the

house. By the time I walked a few steps,

I noticed the bone in a corner of the

room. Not knowing whether thts was a

deliberate act of hers, I went over,

picked it up and gave it to her again.

However, once again, she repeated

the same act, except this time she put

the bone in a different place. Her places

would always be against a wall, in a

corner, or behind an opened door.

Though they were always obvious

sights for us, she intended them to be

hidden. If she saw my head turned to-

ward her "hiding" place, she'd quickly

remove it and put it in another location.

As the weeks went by, it became a

game as to Tiara thinking she was hid-

ing her bone from us and us making be-

lieve not to see it, so as not to spoil her

intentions.

The children began to ask ques-

tions like:"Why does she hide her treats

and not eat them? We will give her

more if she would eat them. Why must

she hide them and why is she so afraid

t9trlr fr./sA 40



we will take it away? Doesn't she know

we have another box full of them? Why

would we want her bones anpvay? She

keeps collecting them, will she ever en-

joy them? "

One day I got frustrated and asked

her out loud, "Why don't you trust me?

Why would I give you something good

just to take it away? It hurts me to know

you suspect my love."

And it was then that I knew, God

had asked me the same questions. I was

just like my dog. I had heard these same

comments before. I had often hidden my

Cod's gifts to me thinking God could

not see, and yet they were so obvious. I
had often saved them, fearful of losing

it so much that I never enjoyed them. I

had also become distrusting that God

would take away the very pleasure he'd

given me.

Once it was a surprise large sum of

money which I knew was an answer to

prayer. But, I did not want to give up a

part of it for offering to those I knew

needed it. Instead, I began to think of

how I could save it for a new television

set, or perhaps quickly spend it on a

new dress before it disappeared. Could

this be one of my many bones I'd con-

tinually hide which God keeps asking

me about?

Why do I do this? My God has un-

limited access to my bones, why should

I fear? He has never failed me, yet why

am I so reluctant to trust him? And the

same God would has endless riches,

who has more gifts to give me than I

could ever count, why would he take it

away and why wouldn't he give me

more?

Can't I relax in the security of his

love and enjoy his blessings without

fear? Can't I share what he has given

me with others? Do I really think he

does not see what I am doing?

Remember the parable of the tal-

ents, ( Matt 25: 14 ) don't bury your

gifts, use it for God as he is eager to

give you more. Be free of fear and full

of his love, for he takes pleasure to give

you not only the desires of your heart

but the ability to enjoy them. A
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