
FAITH ANB DEFINITIENS

OUR DEFFINITION OF FAITH

Faith usually refers to belief and

trust, especially in a higher power.

While much discussion has been fo-
cused on the philosophical understand-

ing of faith and its relationship with
knowledge and truth, we will concen-

trate on the biblical teaching of this

basic discipline.
In the Scriptures, faith may be un-

derstood in two ways: the subjective

sense and the objective sense. The

former refers to a moral and spiritual
quality of individuals that enables them
to have confidence in God and an en-

during relationship with Him. It is in-
teresting to note that the word "faith"
used in this senso occurs only twice in
the King James version of the Old

Testament. The idea is often expressed

by other terms such as "trust". When

we read about the heroes of faith in the
book of Hebrews, most of them were in
fact people of the O1d Testament.

In the objective sense, faith is the

body of truth, moral and religiuos,
which God has revealed. An example

of such usage is found in Philippians 1 i

27 where the apostle Paul urged them
"to stand firm in one spirit, contending
as one man for the faith of the gospel".
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The best known passage on faith is

probabiy the opening verse of the

eleventh chapter of Hebrews: "Faith is
being sure of what we hope for and

certain of what we do not see."While

the verse undoubtedly helps us to ver-
balize what faith is generally speaking,

the author here has a specific reference

in mind. This opening verse provides

the link with the preceding chapter by
explaining the kind of faith that is nec-

essary for those who persevere ( 10 :

36 ) and those who are saved by their
faith ( 10 : 39 ) . As illustrated in the

Iives of many believers listed in the
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, faith ba-
sically is man's response to what God

has said. This is not simply an intellec-
tual agreement to God's word. Rather,

it requires action on our part according

to God's revelation.
According to the author of Hebrews,

faith is the assurance of things hoped

for. In other words it anticipates ful-
filment in the future because ol God's
promises. At the same time, faith is the

conviction of things not seen at present.

That is to say, faith helps us to evalu-
ate the present, not according to the
visible circumstances but according to
the activity of the invisible GOd.
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OUR FAITH DEFINES US

While we try to define faith so that

we can understand this concept better

and communicate more effectively with

others, our faith also defines our char-

acter and identity.

{1)Our faith defines us as people

who follow God's logic.

Often people misunderstand faith as

being blind and without logic. On the

contrary, faith and reason can work to-

gether hand in hand.

When God asked Abraham to ofler
his oniy son Isaac as a sacrifice, he was

obedient because "he reasoned that

God could raise the dead" (Heb. 11 :

19 ) . His logic was that even after his

sacrifice of the only son, God could

still raise him irom the dead. Hence we

see faith and reason work hand in hand

with Abraham. Faith does not go

against reason but rather goes beyond

reason. Its logic takes God's trustwor-

thiness into account.
(2)Our faith defines us as people

who experience holy fear.

Faith challenges conventional wis-

dom and contemporary practices. When

Noah was commanded to build an ark

on top of a mountain, he was warned

about the coming disaster. Heb. 11 I 7

of the MV Bible says: Noah "in holy

fear built an ark to save his family".
His holy fear was based on his under-

standing and trust in God's warning

about events not yet seen. God said it,
so Noah did it. His faith enabled him to

stick to God's plan despite the ridicule
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of men.
(3)Our faith defines us as a people

with a new destiny.

The author of Hebrews describes a

new-found destiny of the believers

when they put their trust in God. These

witnesses of faith "admitted that they

were aliens and strangers on earth" (

Heb. 11 I 13 ) . fhey were only pil-
grims on this earth and were looking

for a better country-a heavenly one.

This world was no longer their home.

They lived as if they had a special tele-

scope that allowed them to see from

afar what God had in store for them.

Interestingly enough, it was such

telescopic vision that enabled the be-

lievers to recognize the sinfulness and

lostness of their own generations. Noah

realized that judgement was coming

and he warned his merry-making gen-

eration. Having a new destiny gave

Noah added responsibility for his con-

temporaries. Christian faith is never

other-worldly because it always ad-

dresses the people around us.

FAITH AND DEFINITIONS

Biblical faith is not a branch of
knowledge or philosophy but a trusting

relationship that enables us to act upon

God's promises. Being a transforming

power, it is much more than a defini-
tion. Such faith will give us insight into

God's plan for our generation, help us

to reason according to God's logic and

to live as pilgrims on earth.

Without such faith it is impossible to

pleaseGod (Heb. 11 : 6) . A


