
EPAPHRAS-A \\IRESTLER IN PRAYER

INTRODUCTION

When reading the epistles in the New

Testament, which are basically letters written
to a church or an individual, we often tend to

glance over the greetings. Usually the greet-

ing is found at the beginning. At times, fur-
ther greetings are given at the end. Somehow

we think that kind words are used only out of
courtesy and that the authors may not mean

exactly what they say.

In fact such remarks are very important

because they tell us about real people and real

life situations. An example of this can be

found in Paul's letter to the Colossian church

regarding a brother called Epaphras.

CHARACTER STUDY ( COL.1:7-8,4:12-13 )
l.Epaphras is "one of you".

Epaphras is from the Colossian Church.

His root and life are well known to the first
readers. Any exaggeration on Paul's part will
be very obvious to the Colossian Christians.

This demands the truthfulness of Paul's

comment about this colleague.
2.He is a "servant of Jesus Christ".

Epaphras is also called a "faithful minis-
ter". Being a servant of Jesus Christ is a beau-

tiful description for any Christian, especially a

minister. Epaphras must have been a humble

coworker with a strong team spirit. Such a

remark is especially singnificant coming from
someone who has worked together for a pe-

riod of time.
3.He is "always wrestling in prayer for you".

That is what he really is-a wrestler in
prayer! And he does so because of others and

not for his own desire or need. His prayer for
the Colossian church must have been genuine,

caring, fervent and persistent.

One is reminded of Jacob and how he

wrestled with God. He did so out of despera-

CLEMENT YEUNG

tion. Epaphras wrestles in prayer on behalf of
his own people out of love and concern. The

Colossian readers face many heresies which
are challenging the foundation of their faith.

Epaphras' prayer deals with specific

needs of his home church. He asks that in the

face of confusing heresies, the Colossian

church may stand firm in the will of God. He
prays for their maturity and assurance of
salvation. A praying warrior does not wrestle

in a vacuum. He deals with specifics and

prays accordingly.
4.He is "hard working".

Working hard is not an option for a

faithful servant of Christ. Working hard does

not mean just being busy. Often when we

spend time in prayer waiting upon the l,ord,
we are given specific tasks to do. With a

servant attitude, we get up from our knees

and carrty out His will with diligence. A
wrestler in prayer not only has sore knees but
also tired hands. Prayer is not an escape ftom
real life but a powerhouse to enable us to live
a meaningful lift.
5.His prayer covers a broad base.

While Epaphras is from Colosse and is

natural that he should remember his home

church in prayer, the apostle Paul is careful to
point out that his prayer covers a much larger
community. Besides Colosse, Epaphras also

prays for the other cities such as Hierapoiis
and Iaodicea.

Prafng warriors never end up with tun-

nel-vision. Prayer changes the prayers and en-

larges our vision.
,MOST WANTED" AD

If today God would run an adver-
tisemet in our newspaper, the heading mly go

llke this: "Most wanted- wrestlers in prayer,
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Epaphras style".


