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One lime a group of Jewish leaders at Ca-

perndum came to Jesus and asked for a big

favor. A Roman captain there had a servant

who was on his deathbed, He prized him

highly and didn't want to lose him. Since the

captain had been s)'rnpathetic to the Jewish

communily and had helped them to build
their slalagogue, the Jewish people urged

Jesus to heal the servant.
"He deserves this. He loves our people."

They explained.
When Jesus agreed to go to his place, the

captain sent friends to meet Jesus saving, "

Master, I'd be embarrassed for you to come

to my house because I am unworthy l am

not that good a person. Just give the order

and my servant will get well."
To u militrry o[[icer. an order is u com-

nand that needs to be carried out no matter
what the cost may be.

Jesus was impressed by such remark. "l
have not seen such simple trust, not even

among the Israelites." He then gave the or-
der and the servant was found cured when

the messengers got back to the Roman cap-

trin's house.

HUMAN APPRAISAL

"He deserves this ". Thrs is how many

people view therr lives. If I give money to
lhe church lnd volunteer to help out in vlri-
ous programs, God should take care of me

accordingly.
When a businessman made a big profit

during the last recession, the local church

rejoiced and gave thanks wjth the man.

They all commented that he deserved that
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because he had been faithful in all that he

did.
Another time when a nissionary couple

came back on furlough with a menlally re-

tarded baby boy, the church members were

all shocked. They numbled antong them-
selves, "They deserve better than this "

Some even quietly asked, "What have they
done 10 deserve such punishnlenl i
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"I am not that good a person, " said the

Roman captain. Such a self appraisal coming
from the ntoulh oI l Romln officer wus in-

deed amazing. The Ronan soldiers were not

famous for their gentility or courtesy, espe-

cially towards the Jews.

This particular captain was different. Not
only was he sympathetic to the Jewish

community, he also treated his dying ser-

vant as a dear friend.
"l am not that good a person." This dld

not imply a poor self esteem but rather a

deep understanding that whoever would
cure a dying slave must be caring and com-

passionate. When faced with such a healer,

the captain frankly admitted his own weak-
ness.

GOD'S APPRAISAL

The Roman officer suggested that Jesus

might simply command the illness to go

away from a distance. He knew Jesus could

do it.
"I've yet to con]e across this kind of sin-

ple trust an)'where in Israel, " Jesus com-

mented.
This is how God appraised the situation-

-by the kind of simple trust. Such trust is

@APBzuA.IfA?



based not on the severity of the illness but
on the mercy of the lnrd that we pray to.

Time and again I have been put to shame

by the simple faith of my six-year old boy.
For him, once something has been commit-
ted to God is counted as done. No wonder
Jesus challenges us to be like children so

that we may understand the things of the
kingdom of God.

RE-APPRAISAL

Ecology is a big issue nowadays.

The future of our planet depends

mostly on the pattern of relations

of plants, animals and people to

each other and to their surround-

ings.

As for garbage, especially poi-

sonous one, it can seriously pollute

air, water and soil. But what to do

with all these mountains of used,

damaged or unwanted matters

coming from our households and

from our worklplaces?

Well, most of waste materials

can be recycled i paper, glass,

metal and so on. Worthless things

like dead leaves can also be treated i

they produce energy when they are

When we go though life, it is important
that we understand God's appraisals. Hu-
man appraisals demand answers and re-
wards. When we don't get what we think we
deserve, we are driven to depression and de-

speration. When we start to trust God with a

simple faith as His children, we will have a

much better understanding of ourselves as

well as the things happening around us.

It's time for re-appraisals.

Sazzane H€

burned and then they become natu-

ral fertilizers of high quaiity.

We also can go through God's

recycling plant. Then God will
change our worries, bitterness, irri-
tation or other bad feelings into

energy for prayer, and what is
wrong with us will become positive

again.

God is holy and His children are

supposed to be holy too. Though

we can not escape from our human

condition ( weakness,inperfection )

we can escape from the Law of sin,

by putting our sins into a cleansing

process. Just don't let our hearts

become a rubbish dump t A
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