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My cordless phone was out of order,

so I asked my son to look into it and see

rvhat was wrong. He said;"lt is of no use

to look. You have used it for several years,

right? This kind of thing only lasts so

long. Just buy another one!"
A lew days later, he gave me an

advefiisement from a newspaper with a

red circle around a picture of a telephone.

"Go and buy this one." he said as he

pointed to lhal red circle. "This company

is having a sale right now."

I took the paper and went to the

department store. When I saw so many

models on so many shelves, I lost my
courage to match the picture with the

goods. I just handed the newspaper to the

salesman and said, "My son wants me to
get this. "

As soon as I had said that, I laughed,

because I heard myself saying something

like that in my childhood. I remembered

that my sister and I went to the corner

store, lifted up a bottle and said timidly.
"My mom wants me to get a penny worth

of soy sauce." How funny it is that now I
say 'my son ' instead of 'my mom'!

Last October, I visited my older son

in Long Island, New York. He goes to

Queens Borough to work everyday by

€-F]t 6,z s7

train and I happened to have high school

friends who live in that area. So one early

morning, I took the train with him to visit
my friends.

On the train. my son kept on giving
me advice. "Once you get out ofthe train,
go down to the next level. That's where
your friend will park her car. When you

come back, it will be rush hour so

somebody will share your seat in the same

row. Do you have all the phone numbers

including my office one? Here is a quaner.
just put in your pocket, so you can call me

anytime. "

I had never known him like that. Did
he think of me as an old lady who had

never traveled before? Then, I realized

that he was just being a responsible father

who was used to telling his children

things like that and now he was 'fathering'

me.

My late husband used to love to ask

his children's advice. I remember once a

friend was shocked at such a circumstance

as a parent who could admit before his

children that he doesn't understand certain

things and need their advice?

Try to respect your children's opinion
and enjoy their care! Have a happy

father's day! ,,\
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