
SEMPER FIDELIS, ALWAYS FAITHFUL

Brother Gong Wooi Sing is a friend from
long ago. Recently he sent me a photostat
copy of a letter I wrote him in
December,l963. And he appended these

words,"Dear Kian Seng, Ever wonder how it
feels to read your own letter of some 33 years

ago. Here indeed is a collector's item!
Reckon it will be worth something if you
ever become famous-that's why I still am

keeping the original epistle(i.e. taking a cue

fronl the Jackie Kennedy's auctions, you
see !)"

Reading my "own letter of some 33 years

ago" was like leafing through an album of
memories. There were many pictures. A
black and white snapshot of Gong teaching
me the breast-stroke in Tasek Bukit Pasir. A
kodak colour postcard of the two of us

swinging acrcbatically on the limbs of a

mango tree in Batu Pahat. A greying photo of
two teenage anglers feasting on a sumptuous
catch in Ah Bah's farm ... ..' the many
photographs tumbled out of the album and

arranged themselves into a panoramic view
ofour own swinging sixties.

I was 5urprised that Gong had kept an

unimportant letter for 33 years. And now
suddenly a page from the past has come
home to remind me of the faithfulness of a

friend. "What a friend and what faithfulness!"
I exclaimed to myself as I began to rummage
through the thesaurus of my mind for word
synonymous with faithfulness. The search

threw up a bouquet of lovely words. Loyal,
true, trusted, fidelity, devotion and constancy.
These are words that should adom the lapel
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of those called friends. Brother Gong wears
quite a few ofthese.

And brother Gong also reminded me of
another Friend who is always faithful. This
Friend is also the God I serve. I delight in my
God's faithfulness. His faithfulness is great.

So great that it reaches the clouds and is

established in heaven. His faithfulness
stretches liom eternity to etemity. Yet it is

always fresh for it is new every morning
(Deut.7:9;Ps. 89 : 1);Lam.3 :33,23).

God's faithfulness refers to his self-
loyalty and his loyalty to His entire creation.
I counted the many times God has been
faithful to me and suddenly His rainbow
lighted up my sky.

Because He is faithful, I became His own.
l7 years ago, He who is faithful forgave me
my sins and cleased me of all
unrighteousness (1 John l:9). Today I know
He hears my prayers and in His faithfulness,
He answers me (Psalm 143:l). Whenever I
am tempted, I remember God is faithful and

He does not suffer me to be tempted above
that I am able (l Corinthians l0:13). I recall
the times when I had been less than faithful
and He in His faithfulness chastened me
(Psalm l19:75). I am reminded that even if
we are faithless, He remains faithful because

He cannot deny Himself (2 Timothy 2:13).
A long forgotten letter has come a long

way to provide a fresh insight into the
character of God. Thank you brother Gong,
for being a friend. Thank you God, for giving
a friend who reflects your faithfulness. tl


