
FLOOD THOUGHTS
Living in a city recenrly

threatened by the flood of the
century forces us to pause and
refocus. Seeing the pictures of the
ruins of our nearby American city
Grand Forks, North Dakota certainly
sent chills up our spines.

Many thoughts surfaced during,
the time of siege.

l)The flood forces us to stop the
daily routines and face a greater need.

It is so easy to get busy with
daily chores and other demands of
life that we lose sight of the really
important issues of life. No wonder
it has been said that many of us live
as if we do not have to die. We
forget to ask about the meaning of
our existence and where we go after
death.

2)The flood reminds us of the
danger of the silent attack.

Because it has not been raining
that much, it is actually difficult for
us to appreciate the impending flood.
We have to go to the river to grasp

the reality of the threat. Without
the feeling of rain droplets, the flood
somehow seems less real. This is the
danger of the silent attack. Just as the

Clement Yeung

water increases when we sleep at
night, the threat of the flood mounts.

There are realities out there
whether we feel them or not. The
world, as we know it, will come to
an end one day even if we don't
sense any warnings.

3)The flood underlies the
importance of taking preventive
measures.

The city of Winnipeg stands a

much better chance of staying dry
than Grand Forks because it has the
Red River floodway which diverts
tons of water away from the city. It
was built in the 1960's because of the
tragic experience of the 1957 flood.
The scale of the project was so huge
that it ranked second only to the

Panama Canal. It has a maximal
draining capacity of 100,000 cubic
feet of water per second.

Apparently the flood of 1957 did
not affect Grand Forks very much
and that is why they did not build a

similar floodway. It may be a

manifestation of " it can't happen to
me" mentality. While the Red
River floodway in Winnipeg is not
"waterproof'. it certainly gives our



city a fighting chance.

4)Fighting the flood together

illustrates the power of unity.
The whole province, the city and

the various rural municipalities,
government and private sector
workers, people of all political
stripes, blend together to protect
Winnipeg by building dikes and

sandbagging. It is heart-warming to
see many Christian groups showing
their compassion in action by helping
out in various areas.

5)The flood helps us to realize
that there is a greater force than all
of us.

Just seeing the volume of lvater
in the Red River is an experience in
itself. Near the Forks. which is a

park built along the river under a

bridge, the water level has gone

close to the top of some lamp posts.

While we try to limit the damage it
may cause, we also know the
horrendous power of nature. Just

because we know how to clone a

lamb does not free us from the
threats of nature.

6)Coping with the flood
emphasizes the need for caring.

I have received several out of
province calls from relatives who
show their caring by phoning. Also
emails arrived with warm regards

fiom our friends. They make me

realize thaI" we are not going through
this crisis alone.

During the flood. I saw a sign in
downtown Winnipeg that said: "To
help is human, to sandbag divine. " I
think it summarized the mood of our
city well.

f earn To f ove

There is a boy in my class. Me
and my class called him robber
because he always took other's
things without asking. At first, I
hated him like the others. One night
as I read my Bible, Jesus reminded
me that We have to love each other. I
tried to like him iust as Jesus said to
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love others like yourselves, and I
worked with him without
complaining. Soon he knows that I
am his friend and he didn't take
anything. But sometimes he forgets. I
hope he will believe in Jesus

someday, so his life will change and

he will not take others thing anymore.
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