
THE GREAT COMMISSION

RECONSIDERED

"Then the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they
saw him, they worshipped but some

doubted. Then Jesus came to them
and said, "All authority in heaven

and earth has been given to me.

Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptiging them in the

name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have

commanded you. And surely I will
be with you always, to the very end

of the age."(Matthew 28:16-20)

When studying this short
passage, we should first of all make

note of the word "all" repeated four
times in various forms:(a)"all
authority", (b)"all nations", (c)"all
the things" Jesus has commanded us,

and (d)"all the time", to the very end

of the age.

The great commission provides

at least four tracks for the

contemporary churches to follow.
We will try to look at this familiar
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passage again and considered it in
the context of a local church, and in
particular, a Chinese church in North
America.

KINGSHIP
When Jesus proclaims that He

has been given all the authority in
heaven and on earth, it implies that
He is now the King of kings and

Lord of lords. This is not just the

authority on earth. Indeed, this
includes the total dominion of the

whole universe, of which the earth is
only a very minute part.

Kingship demands two things:
worship and obedience. We worship
only objects or persons of great

worth. Indeed, the root of the

word" worship" is related closely to

"worthship". At the same time,
kingship demands obedience.

Linking the two ideas together, we

may say that if we do not obey our
Lord, we are not really worshipping
Him no matter what we do outwardly.

Our worship of Christ's kingship is

measured by our obedience, not by



our words or songs. Genuine worship
will lead to increased r,villingness to
obey. This is our reasonable response

to His kingship. This is echoed in the
rvord "therefbre" in verse 19 and the

command to teach all His
commandments so that all nations
will "obey" them" as mentioned in
verse 20.

While the Bible passage tells us

that the disciples rvorshipped Him.
there r.vere still some that doubted.
This included people that saw the
risen Christ! Many non-Christian
friends have suggested that they
would believe if rve could only show
Jesus in a physical form to them.
Chances are that will not convince
them to believe. ]'he kiad of faith
that the Bible teaches does not come
primarily from seeing. If you don't
believe, you will alr.vays find excuses

to explain away any physical
evidence. The biblical teaching of
faith is a trust, a commitment and a
relationship with the King of Kings.
DISCIPLESHIP

The comrrand is clear:make

disciples of all nations. While there
are many books rvritten about
discipleship, a relatively sirnple vvay

to evaluate our olvn lbllowing of
Christ is to check our three T's:time,
talents and tithes. Horv we spend our

time, use our talents and manage our
money r.vill shor.v whether we are

practising Christian discipleship.
The obvious implication is that

unless rve are disciples of Christ
ourselves. we will not be able to turn
others into disciples of Jesus.

Spiritually speaking, we can only
lead people as far as we have gror.vn.

There will always be

temptations. As recorded in verse 16.

there were only eleven disciples,
Judas who betrayed Jesus had

hanged himself, Among other things,
he was disappointed with Jesus who
did not overlurn the Roman empire
as many had expected. He was also

attracted by money. As disciples of
Jesus, we also have to give up many
of our expectations and resist the
greed of money.

MEMBERSHIP
The third track involves

baptism in the name of our triune
God. Baptism, of course, implies our
death to sin and nerv life in Christ. It
also indicates our new indentity as

part of God's family. We have been

adopted by God. Adoption is a legal

term. In the New Testament times,
adoption in the Roman society meanl
welcoming to a family with all its
rights and status. Adoption gives us

membership in God's family. We
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become part of the invisible body of
Christ, which is the church.

Such membersh ip gives us

many privileges. We can enjoy the

body life of the universal church. We

learn to exercise our spiritual gifts to
serve one another. We learn to care

for each other. This membership also

demands that we should be willing to
suffer fo fellow Christians (l
Corinthians l2:26).

Being a member of the

invisible universal church should

also encourage us to become

involved in the visible local church.

While different local churches have

different emphasis and dynamics, it
is still the arena where our caring

and spiritual gifts should be exercise.

Dr. John Stott, in his commentary on

Acts of the Apostles, boldly declares

that "every conversion should result

in church membership".

The corollary should also be

stated. The local church with all its
importance must not allow its four
walls to blind us from reaching out

to all nations. Local needs must be

understood in the context of the

bigger picture involving the whole of
God's kingdom.

SCHOLARSHIP
' The last point deals with

teaching Christ's commandments.
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There are two qualifications to this

charge. First, teach "everything I
have commanded you". Everything

includes topics that we may not feel

comfortable in saying. The obvious

example is that Jesus is the only way

to God the Father. He does not

simply point us to the truth. He is the

truth. Such exclusive claims are not

likely to be welceome by many

people but we must teach them

everything as taught by Christ
Himself.

Secondly, teaching requires

that we know both the subject well
ourselves as well as how to pass the

knowledge to the students. It has

been said that the teacher has not

taught until the students have learned.

Christian illiteracy is indeed a

curse for the contemporary church.

The shift away from solid Bible
preaching and teaching will produce

a generation of spiritual babes that

can be easily swayed by the popular

culture that is based on the "me-first"
philosophy.

ROLE OF THE CHINESE
CHURCHES IN NORTH
AMERICA

While the great commission is

undoubtedly global in nature, it is of
interest to note that Jesus had asked

them to meet him in Galilee. Galilee



is the home base of all the apostles

except Judas the Iscariot. Even Jesus

was raised in Galilee and He was

offen called Jesus the Galilean. In
other words, Jesus asked them to
return to their root where the charge

to reach the whole world was given.

This was in sharp contrast to His
itinerary during His early days or
earth when He specifically wanted
first to reach the Jews.

Returning to our ethnic root or
home base is affirming and natural.
Hence it is understandable why
Chinese churches have sprung up in
North America. There is another

reason to have Chinese Christian
churches. It will help to dispel the

wrong notion that Christianity is a

"white man's religion". After all,
Christianity was started in the middle

east and not in Europe.

At the same time, Chinese

churches must grasp the significance
of the great commission which
involves reaching out to all nations.

We must avoid the ghetto mentality.
Our home base should serve as a

springboard for global outreach.

By emphasizing Christ's king-
ship, practising Christian dis-
cipleship, encouraging membership

of both the invisible church and the
visible churches and promoting
Christian scholarship, the Chinese

churches in North America should,

on one hand, recognize our cultural
uniqueness and, on the other hand,

be ready to stand up and be counted

for Christ with other fellow
Christians. A

GAMBLE
Ng Kian Seng

Life is no gamble,

His resurrection testified to that.

But those who did not believe

thought otherwise,

and cast lots for His robe

at His crucifixion. A
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