
"Do you live with an Opposite?tt

I say white, he'll say black. I like
paint, he likes wallpaper. I confront the
problem, he avoids. I have started and
have to finish, he never even begins.
Sound familiar? Do you live with
someone like this?

My husband and I are opposites.
We've been married for twenty years,

together for twenty six. Our place can

be a constant battle ground if we let it.
For instance, my kids can tell

which one of us is home just by how
the house is. If the overhead ceiling
light is no, the toilet paper is hung
facing lront. rock n' roll music is no
the radio, the kitchen sponge is IN the
sink, it's MOM home. If the table
lamps are on, the toilet paper hung
away from the wall, soft religious
music is on, the sponge is on the
counter,(of course all these things are

absolutely wrong ! ), it's Dad home.
Can you relate? They say

opposites attract but they don't tell you
that we can also argue a lot. At least
by now, when we argue, it is usually
not intense or about very important
issues. But I have found that it is all
the small, "trivial" disagreements that
can become dangerous and more
annoying because they are usually day
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to day functions.
So what do we do? We have

decided to allow each other to do
things the way they would like, or one
of us has to give in, it's that simple.
However, marriage is a continual test
of your patience.

On the other hand, I discovered I
need him to be different. I had a recent
job offer, it was further away from
home, better pay, challenging, but was
it for me? Could I enjoy office work or
do I need to be on the move? I went
back and forth, I felt so uneasy,
nervous, scared. Who could help me?

Who knows me so well that they can
give me a wise opinion? Only my best
friend, my husband.

So. it was him. that same man I
always disagree with, that I asked to
give me his opinion. This time, when
we sat for coffee and talked about my
future I WANTED him to disagree.
Not only did I find myself wanting
him to argue, but I DEPENDED on his
contrary input. Without his opposite
view of the world, how can I make a
wise decision? I can only see one side

of the fence, my side. But he can see

the other.
We had a sreat discussion. We



had a fun time investigating together
the options I had. We actually had a
good time arguing. So, it tumed out I
didn't take the job because I couldn't
sit still in an office very long, that's not
me.

They say opposites attract, that is

true. Opposites argue, that is also true.
But don't forget, opposites can be
rather comforting. Although it's tough
sometimes, I've decided to keep my
opposite because it is probable why I
love him! A
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Have you ever realized the

significance of a smile? One dictionary
defines a smile as " a change of facial
expression in which the eyes brighten
and the lips curve slightly upward
especially in expression of amusement,
pleasure The meaning of a

smile is very important. It expresses
happiness and joyfulness. We smile for
many different reasons. Something
happy happens, we are excited, we
receive a gift. And what better reason
to smile than because we have the joy
of eternal life? Isn't that the perfect
reason to smile?

A smile really truns people on,
especially if they realize how often
you smile and wonder what keeps you
so happy. A smile can be the first step

to share Christ's love with someone
else. People used to point out to me
that I needed to smile more. And it's
true. No one enjoys hanging around a

grump. It's much more enjoyable
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talking to someone with a smile and
who is willing to have fun.

Even if things don't go your way.
it's okay. In I Corinthians 10:13, we
are reminded that "God is faithful; he
will not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear." Things will go
wrong, you will have doubts, and you
may even question God. But remember
that He is always with you, no matter
what happens. He has a plan for you
life, and He knows what is best for you.
Joshua I :9 tells us "the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go." If
you don't think these are reasons to
smile, there is something else that is
important. John 3: 16 says, "For God so

loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have etemal
life." What better reason is there to
smile than that?
"Indeed, you are our glory and joy."

I Thessalonians 2:20 A
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