
A VERY DARK PLACE

Have you ever been in a dark place? I
mean really dark, where you can close your

eyes, yet see no difference? Total darkness is

the most frightening experience one can have.

You feel helpless, isolated, and there is an

immediate fear that engulfs you. Not only are

you unable to see yourself, your hand, but

you soon loose your very identity because

you and the darkness become one.

Throughout history man has sent

prisoners to live in total darkness. Whether in

a chamber, an underground hole, or a modem

cell, darkness is painful. Regardless of the

size or place, all agree that although the

prisoner may not be fed during the time or

cared for, it is the darkness that is utilizeed to

torture the individual.

What is ineresting to me is that Jesus

chose to use the word "light" to describe

himself. In the book of John Jesus calls

himself "The Light of the World". I didn't

relate to the word until I recently read ofhow
light was used in Jesus' day.

The common lamps of Jesus' time was a

hand held one. This clay pot consisted of oil

and a wick in the spout. Often this lamp

would be left lit in a tomb because light was a

sign of life to the Jews. Lighting th€ tomb
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was their way of hoping the deceased, in the

after life, would be able to find their way out.

Jesus, calling himself light in darkness,

is claiming that similar to the hope of the

tomb lamp, he was the true light that did

offer life after death. It is because of Him,

that we do find the way to life and conquer

death.

Jesus goes further to say that Christians

are the light of the world (Matt 5:14) and we

are not only children of light (Ephesians 5:8),

but light shines in the hearts of us who call

ourselves Christians (2 Corinthians 4:6).

Darkness is not only uncomfortable and

can be torturous, but it can kill. Without light,

things do not grow, people cannot function,

there is no life. Remember how God created

light first? Because without light, there can

be no living.

With such circumstances when we as

believers see the world, we need to remember

that all we see is dying. And perhaps this

would give us a different outlook the next

time we have an opportunity to witness to a

nonbeliever. For they are the walking dead

and we have the light to offer them a way out

Aof their tombs.
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